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DELHI. 

I>  ^  for’n^^r  number  we  related  the  remarkable  effect  of  rea< 
th*  tui»‘3  anion^C  tl.e  people  near  Delhi,  and  intimated  tha1 

was  probable  Mr  Chamberlain,  the  Baptist  Missionary  had  been 
the  happy  instrument  of  carrying  the  written  wmrd  to  that  neigh- 
!)orho«)d.  This  appeals  to  have  been  the  case,  and  our  readers 
will  peruse  with  pleasure  the  following  account  of  Mr.  C's.  labors 
at  ffurdicnr  Fair,  where  the  Gospel  was  read,  and  from  w  hence  it 
was  circulated.  This  is  extracted  from  ‘  Sketches  of  India,’  ascri¬ 
bed  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  Ainslie. 

‘  During  the  greater  part  of  this  fair,  w’hich  lasted  nearly  three 
weeks,  a  Baptist  Missionary,  (Mr.  Chamberlain,)  attended,  and 
from  an  Hindostance  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  read  daily  a 
considerable  portion.  His  knowledge  of  the  language  was  that  of 
an  accomplished  native  ;  his  delivery  impressive,  and  his  whole 
manner  partook  much  of  mildness  and  benignity.  Having  iinished 
his  allotted  portion,  on  every  part  of  which  he  comment¬ 
ed,  he  concluded  with  prayer.  At  first,  his  auditors  were 
few  ;  for  the  first  four  or  five  days,  he  was  not  surrounded  hy 
more  than  as  many  hundred  Hindoos  ;  in  ten  days  his  congrega¬ 
tion  had  increased  to  as  many  thousands.  From  this  time,  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  fair,  they  varied  ;  but  never,  I  should  fancy, 
fell  below  8,000.  They  sat  around,  and  listened  with  an  attention 
which  would  have  reflected  credit  on  a  Christian  audience.  On 
the  missionary  retiring,  they  every  evening  cheered  him  home, 
w  ith  ‘  May  the  Padre  (or  priest)  live  forever  !’ 

‘  Such  was  the  reception  of  a  missionary  at  Hurdwar,  the  Loret- 
to  of  the  Hindoos,  at  a  time  when  five  lacks  of  people  were  com¬ 
puted  to  have  assembled,  and  whither  Brahmins,  from  far  and  near, 
considered  it  their  duty  to  repair. — What  was  not  the  least  singu¬ 
lar  many  of  these  Brahmins  formed  part  of  his  congregation.  They 
paid  the  greatest  deference  to  all  that  fell  from  him  ;  and  when  in 
doubt,  requested  an  explanation.  Thus  instead  of  exciting  a  tu¬ 
mult,  as  was  at  first  apprehended,  by  attempting  conversion  at  one 
of  the  chief  sources  of  idolatry,  Mr.  C.  by  his  prudence  and  mode¬ 
ration,  commanded  attention.’ 

What  a  vast  encouragement  does  this  afford  to  the  w  ork  of  trans¬ 
lating,  printing,  circulating  and  publicly  reading  the  Word  of  God  ! 
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VEZGAPATAM. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Dawson,  July  7,  1817. 

It  is  truly  painful  to  witness  their  superstitions  and  abominable 
practices,  and  not  be  able  to  point  out  to  them  a  more  excellent 
mode  of  worship,  and  a  better  system.  How  you  would  be 
astonished  to  see  their  zeal,  ardor,  constancy  and  regularity,  in  ob* 
serving  their  stated  seasons  for  devotion  in  honor  of  their  vile  dei¬ 
ties  !  I  can  assure  you  that  the  good  people  in  England  do  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  natives  of  India  in  zeal  and  punctuality  in  observing  anni¬ 
versaries. 

^^3Iy  teacher  is  a  Brahmin  of  high  caste,  and  has  a  good  knowl- 
^^e  of  the  language  :  wc  converse  daily  on  the  Hindoo  religion 
and  customs  ;  by  which  1  acquire  the  language,  and  much  infor¬ 
mation  respecting  their  religion.  I  have  lately  adopted  a  plan 
which  I  find  of  great  advantage  ;  that  is,  asking  questions,  and 
writing  them  with  his  answers,  which  I  afterwards  correct,  and 
hope  these  will  be  of  great  use  to  me  when  1  am  able  to  talk  with 
the  people.  The  subjects  are — the  Gentoo  Books,  their  authors 
and  subjects — the  Hindoo  Idols,  Temples,  and  Feasts — the  Gentoo 
account  of  the  creation  of  the  World,  its  preservation  and  final 
destruction — the  Origin  of  Castes,  numbers  and  distinction — the 
life  of  a  Brahmin  from  his  birth  to  his  death  ;  all  the  ceremonies 
performed  by  relations  and  others,  and  all  that  he  observes  him¬ 
self — the  period  when  all  the  natives  of  this  country  will  become 
one  caste.  A  Saviour  they  say,  is  to  come  into  the  world,  who  i? 
to  write  a  true  book,  and  teach  all  the  people,  and  go  about  to  cure 
the  diseased,  and  pray  to  God  in  the  behalf  of  sinners.  He  is  to 
remain  on  earth  several  thousand  years.  The  Brahmins’  descrip¬ 
tion  of  heaven  and  bell  has  afforded  many  inquiries. 


OTAHEITE. 

Strict  Observance  of  the  Lord's  Day. 

Mr.  Rowland  Hassal,  of  Paramatta,  New  South  Wales,  ex¬ 
pressing  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  B.  in  London  his  delight  in  the 
success  of  the  missionaries,  and  his  conviction  that  the  work  is  of 
God,  mentions,  as  one  proof  of  it,  the  remarkable  attention  which 
the  inhabitants  of  Otabeite,  as  a  body,  pay  to  the  Christian  Sab¬ 
bath. 

‘When  ray  frieud,  Mr.  Crook,  with  his  family,  arrived  on  the 
coast  of  Otaheite,  in  the  brig  Active,  they  were  much  surprised 
that  not  a  single  native  could  be  seen  all  along  the  shore  as  the  ves¬ 
sel  sailed  ;  nor  could  they  perceive  any  smoke  arising  from  their 
dwellings.  This  excited  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Crook  and  others,  a 
painful  suspicion  that  the  island  bad  been  subdued  and  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  cut  off  in  the  wars. 

‘In  the  midst  of  this  agitation  of  mind,  one  of  the  sailors,  an  O- 
taheitan,  who  left  Port  Jackson  in  the  Active,  observed  that  th« 
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natives  were  keeping  the  Sabbath-day — that  of  late  they  did  no 
f,  kind  of  work — nor  cooked  any  victuals — nor  went  out  of  their  hous- 
i  es,  except  to  worship  God — and  that  the  whole  of  the  day  was  em- 
I  ployed  either  in  religious  worship,  or  in  teaching  one  another  to 

read. 

‘  At  length,  the  vessel  came  to  anchor  in  Matavai  Bay  ;  but  not 
a  native  made  his  appearance  until  Monday  morning;  when  great 
numbers  repaired  to  the  brig,  bringing  with  them  their  usual  testi¬ 
monies  of  hospitality,  of  food  and  fruit  of  all  kinds,  with  other  pres¬ 
ents  of  cloth,  k-c.  kc.  kc.  being  highly  pleased  and  thankful  to 
God,  that  he  had  sent  another  teacher  among  them  ;  and  thus  ful¬ 
ly  satisfying  ail  on  board  that  they  had  been  observing  the  Saj^- 
bath,  as  before  expressed. 

‘  Thus  you  see  that  it  is  not  a  few  individuals  w  ho  are  turning  t(Mne 
Lord,  but  comparatively  speaking,  the  whole  nation.  When  you 
reflect  on  this  anecdote,  and  compare  the  conduct  of  these  Otahei- 
tans  with  that  of  numbers  even  in  the  churches  and  congregations 
in  and  about  London,  you  will  be  ready  to  say,  that  the  poor  heath¬ 
en  are  taken  into  fellowship  with  Christ,  whilst  the  children  of  the 
kingdom  are  cast  out.’ 


FROM  THE  RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCER. 

EDUCATION  OF  HEATHEN  YOUTH. 

The  examination  of  the  Foreign  Mission  School  at  Cornwall, 
(Con.)  took  place  on  Tuesday  May  5th,  in  presence  of  the  Agents^ 
and  a  number  of  Spectators  interested  in  the  Institution. 

The  evidence  of  success,  in  the  attainments  of  the  youth  from 
various  heathen  lands,  was  most  gratifying  and  interesting. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  the  Rev.  Herman  Daggett,  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  as  Principal  of  the  Institution.  A  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Harvey  of  Goshen.  An  address  was  delivered 
on  the  occasion,  by  the  Hon.  John  Treadwell,  and  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Daggett  ;  and  a  closing  address  to  the  youth  of  the  school,  by 
Mr.  Edwin  Dwight  their  Preceptor  ;  under  whose  care  they  have 
made  such  animating  progress  in  their  studies. 

A  specimen  was  given  of  the  Ow  hyhee  language,  in  a  dialogue, 
by  four  of  the  natives,  which  excited  great  interest;  and  prepared 
the  way  fora  most  pathetic  appeal,  in  behalf  of  bis  poor  country¬ 
men,  by  one  of  the  natives  of  Owhyhee. 

The  audience  was  very  large — deeply  interested,  and  solemnly, 
and  we  believe,  most  favourably  impressed,  on  the  occasion.  Al¬ 
lusions  to  the  death  of  Obooktah,  did  not  fail  to  start  the  involunta¬ 
ry  tear,  and  spread  through  the  scenes  of  the  day,  a  pleasing  md- 
ancholy  sensation, — pleasing  to  reflect,  with  so  much  evidence,  that 
he  was  in  Heaven,  and  painful  to  relinquish  hopes  so  highly  raised 
by  bis  promise  of  eminent  usefulness  below. 
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A  NARRATIVE 

Of  the  state  of  Religion  within  the  hounds  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ;  and  of  the  General  Associations  of 
Connecticut,  JSTew- Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Proper,  and  of  the 
General  Convention  of  Vermont,  during  the  last  year. 

The  history  of  the  Church  of  God  contains  a  record  of  adverse, 
as  well  as  prosperous  events.  Her  members  being  sanctified  oniy 
in  part,  at  no  time  fully  display  that  purity  of  conversation  and  con¬ 
duct,  which  becometh  their  profession,  and  too  often  afford  cause 
of  triumph  to  the  adversaries  on  account  of  their  carelessness  or 
failures  in  duty.  In  the  periods  of  her  highest  elevation,  there  is 
reason  to  lament  that  there  aie  many  things  to  be  found  within 
liCT  borders  which  are  against  her.  Of  these  she  is  bound  to  take 
paiticular  notice,  as  well  as  of  the  evidences  of  her  Lord’s  pres¬ 
ence  and  blessing.  Thus  doing  she  is  not  only  reminded  “  that 
she  has  not  already  attained,  or  is  not  already  perfect,”  but  also 
constrained  “lo  follow  after,  if  that  she  may  apprehend  that  for 
which  also  she  is  apprehended  of  Christ.” 

The  General  Assembly  conscious  of  their  duty  in  this  respect 
and  trusting  to  the  divine  blessing  for  success  in  its  performance,  de¬ 
sire  to  give  to  that  part  of  the  Church  committed  to  their  super¬ 
intendence,  a  faithful  Narrative  of  the  causes  of  sorrow  during 
the  past  year,  as  well  as  those  of  rejoicing.  They  begin  with  the 
former,  which  may  he  summed  up  under  the  following  heads  : 

1.  Hrroneous  principles  on  the  subject  of  revealed  Religion. — If 
there  is  a  religion  revealed  by  God,  it  is  as  important  to  have  cor¬ 
rect  views  of  its  principles,  to  perform  the  duties  which  it  enjoins 
in  the  various  relations  of  life,  as  it  is  to  have  correct  views  of  mo¬ 
rality  that  our  lives  may  be  moral.  Error  in  principle,  invariably 
produces  error  in  practice.  To  be  ever  learning  and  never  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  is  characteristic  of  none  but  those 
who  assu?Tie  for  the  human  understanding,  the  prerogative  of  set¬ 
ting  in  judgment  upon  the  inspired  truth  of  God,  either  condemn¬ 
ing  the  whole  as  an  imposition  or  undertaking  to  correct  its  alledg- 
ed  mistakes  hy  abridging  and  falsifying  its  contents.  Of  the  form¬ 
er  class,  we  rejoice  that  their  number  and  influence  are  diminished. 
Not  many  years  past,  they  triumphed,  to  the  regret  and  anguish 
of  the  followers  of  Christ.  With  brazen  front  infidelity  threaten¬ 
ed  the  annihilation  of  the  Church  and  the  ruin  of  her  Lord’s  au¬ 
thority.  But  the  Church  not  merely  survives  its  attacks — she  has 
increased  in  numbers  and  in  grace,  w  hilst  her  adversaries  are  com¬ 
pelled,  though  unwillingly  to  pay  homage  to  the  paramount  claims 
of  her  God  and  Saviour,  who  is  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 
Few  are  to  be  found  who  respect  themselves,  openly  opposing  the 
truth  of  God  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures.  There  are  however 
some,  within  our  hounds,  who,  whilst  they  profess  to  honor  the 
authority  of  the  Bible,  with  unhallowed  hands,  would  cut  out  of 
its  pages  those  passages  which  command  us  to  honor  the  Son  as  we 
honor  the  Father,  and  rob  the  trembling  sinner  of  the  only  hope 
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I  of  acceptance  ivith  God  which  his  soul  can  cherish.  The  well  be- 
[  loved  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God  they  reduce  to  the  level  of 
I  frail  humanity  and  his  work  of  redemption,  to  the  mere  fact  of 
furnishing  us  a  perfect  example  of  conversation  and  conduct.  By 
deriving  his  character  as  a  covenant  surety  to  bear  our  sins  and  car- 
[  ry  our  sorrows,  they  lower  his  example  as  a  righteous  and  holy 
man  below'  that  w  hich  his  apostles  and  primitive  follow  ers  afford  us. 
And  so  far  as  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  judging  from  facts, 

'  ^vhich  have  fallen  under  our  observation,  their  principles  have  intro¬ 
duced  among  all  who  have  embraced  them,  so  great  a  conformity 
in  their  practice  to  the  w’orld  which  lieth  in  wickedness,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  impossible  to  discriminate  them  from  the  children  of  that 
world. 

In  connection  with  these  Anti-Trinitarians,  for  we  reject  the 
name  which  they  have  assumed  of  Unitarians,  holding  the  unity 
of  God,  as  strictly  as  they  do,  are  the  Universalists,  or  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  doctrine  of  Universal  salvation.  It  is  a  tribute  how¬ 
ever  w  hich  we  ow  e  to  truth,  to  say  that  whilst  the  Anti-trinitarians, 
for  the  sake  of  consistency  are  compelled  to  maintain  the  ultimate 
and  eternal  salvation  of  all,  the  Universalists  believe  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  and  the  atonement  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  They  how¬ 
ever,  by  assuring  all  that  they  will  be  in  the  end  forever  happy,  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  gratification  of  present  desires  and  continuance  in  sin, 
w’hilst  they  live. 

As  these  errors  of  principle  do  exist  in  some  portions  of  our 
Church,  though  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not 
increasing,  the  Assembly  trust  lliat  they  will  be  opposed  and  their 
ruinous  tendency  unfolded,  w  ith  fidelity  and  success. 

2.  Sinful  practices. — Of  these  the  principal  ones  reported,  are 
Intemperance  and  the  Profanation  of  the  Lord’s  Day.  To  us  it  is 
a  matter  not  only  of  regret,  but  of  humiliation,  that  there  should 
remain  cause  of  complaint  and  sorrow',  on  account  cf  their  preva- 
lenee.  The  first  is  manifestly  so  ruinous  to  the  health  of  the  body 
and  the  participation  of  temporal  advantages,  and  the  last  so  fear¬ 
fully  destructive  of  every  religious  restraint  and  feeling,  as  to  cr’I 
for  prompt  condemnation  from  the  men  of  the  w  orld,  as  w  ell  as  the 
professors  of  the  truth  as  it  in  Jesus.  The  Lord’s  Day  viewed  in 
a  political  light  entirely,  affords  so  many  benefits  calculated  for  the 
promotion  of  present  enjoyment  in  ail  the  relations  of  life,  as  to 
claim  for  it,  the  veneration  and  homage  of  sound  Statesmen. — 
But  to  men  professing  respect  for  the  truth  of  God,  it  presents 
claims. of  higher  authority,  and  we  want  no  stronger  evidence  of 
their  actual  irreligion,  than  the  fact  of  their  profaning  that  day.— 
As  for  those  who  indulge  in  intemperate  habits,  we  affectionately 
remind  them  of  their  families,  as  ivell  as  themselves,  and  warn 
them  of  the  wrath  to  come.  They  deliberately  prepare  themselves 
for  disgrace,  as  well  as  disease  ;  unfit  themselves  for  the  duties 
and  enjoyments  of  the  life  which  now  is;  and  must  look  for  the 
indignation  of  God  through  eternal  ages  in  the  life  w  hich  is  to  come. 
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Who  liatli  woe  ?  who  hath  sorrow  ?  who  hath  contentions  ?  who 
ha'“h  babblings?  who  hath  wounds  without  cause?  who  hath  rtd. 
•nesa  of  eyes  ?  They  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine :  they  that  go  to  seek 
xnixed  wine.  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  whcQ 
it  giveth  Iiis  color  in  the  cup,  w  hen  it  iiioveth  itself  aright.  At  the 
la?l  it  bileth  like  a  serpent,  andstingeth  like  an  ad«ler.  Thine  eyes 
sh  ill  behold  strange  women,  and  thine  heart  shall  utter  perverse 
thi.igs.  Yea  thou  shalt  he  as  he  that  lieth  down  in  the  midst  of  the 
sea,  or  as  he  that  lieth  upon  the  top  of  a  mast.  They  have  strick¬ 
en  me,  shalt  thou  say  and  I  was  not  sick,  they  have  beaten  me  and 
1  felt  it  not :  w  hen  shall  I  awake  ?  I  will  seek  it  yet  again.”  The 
Assembly  earnestly  recommend  to  all  Judicatories,  Ministers  and 
Members  of  their  communion,  to  favor  and  support  all  efforts  and 
endeavors  to  suppress  this  abominable  \ice. 

S.  Failure  in  duty  OJI  the  part  of  Professing  Christians. — Und^r 
this  head  we  class  lukewarmness,  formality,  carelessness  and  neg¬ 
lect  of  regular  attendance  upon  the  public  and  private  ordinances 
of  worship.  They  w  ho  are  chargeable  with  this  failure,  have  tht 
strongest  reason  for  suspecting  the  sincerity  of  their  profession,  and 
apprehending  the  reprobation  of  their  master.  To  them  strictly 
is  applicable  the  fearful  threatening  denounced  upon  the  Laodecians 
‘‘Because  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot,  but  lukewarm,  I  will  sput 
thee  out  of  my  mouth.”  They  who  are  so  far  influenced  by  thi: 
spirit  of  lukew  armness,  as  to  forsake  the  assembling  of  themselves 
together  for  tlie  service  of  God  on  his  own  day,  and  do  not  offer 
up  to  him  the  morning  and  evening  sacrifice  in  their  families,  no: 
partake  of  the  Sacraments  of  his  covenant,  particularly,  neglecting 
the  Baptism  of  their  children  ;  subject  themselves  to  the  discipline 
of  bis  house  ;  impair  their  own  spiritual  state  ;  and  if  repentancf 
lie  not  granted,  can  look  for  nothing  but  condemnation  from  their 
Judge  in  the  end.  To  hear  that  sucli  gross  defection  in  practice 
had  appeared  in  any  of  oRir  Presbyteries,  was  as  painful  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  to  our  feelings,  as  the  fact  is  disgraceful  to  the  Christiar. 
character  of  those  w  ho  are  thus  violating  their  duty,  and  injuring 
their  own  souls,  together  with  the  souls  of  the  members  of  their 
families.  To  all  these  we  address  the  words  of  Christ,  “  Remem¬ 
ber  from  w  hence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  thy  first  works  • 
or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and  will  remove  thy  candle¬ 
stick  out  of  his  place,  except  thou  repent.” 

The  Assembly  having  unfolded  the  causes  for  sorrow’,  wliicli  the 
past  year  has  produced,  proceed  to  slate  those  w  hich  call  fur  thank¬ 
fulness  and  rejoicing.  These  arc, 

1.  The  regular  and  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  adininis- 
iration  of  the  ordinances  throughout  our  bounds. — We  have  heard  of 
DO  io-tances  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Ministers  and  officers 
of  the  Church.  They  appear  to  have  discharged  their  duty,  both 
in  the  work  of  teaching  and  of  exercising  discipline,  in  un  enlight¬ 
ened,  conscientious  and  diligent  manner.  The  youth  receive  sta- 
U-d  catechetical  instruction,  and  in  some  of  our  Presbyteries,  par¬ 
ticular  attention  is  paid  to  baptized  children. 
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10 1  In  addition  to  this  we  mention  with  particular  pleasure  the  vari- 
(>  L  Heligious  Institutions  which  have  been  established  during  the 
k  B  year,  or  having  been  established  before,  are  progressing  with  suc- 
Q I  jess  in  their  operations.  These  are  Bible,  Missionary,  Tract,  Sun- 
'  K  (tiy  School,  Moral  and  Praying  Societies  ;  Bible  Classes  and  the 
‘  K  Theological  Seminary  in  Princeton,  together  with  the  Monthly 
w  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  Originating  in 
Bj  the  spirit  of  true  Religion,  they  arc  sedulously  used  for  itsadvaucc- 
w  nient  far  and  wide.  Between  them  there  exists  no  collision  of  in- 
ii,  tercsts,  for  they  have  but  one  oliject  in  view*,  the  promotion  of  hu- 
1^  man  happiness  by  the  power  of  the  truth  of  God.  Bible  Societies 
I!  in  our  day  are  related  to  Missionary  Societies,  as  the  gift  of'tongues 
B  was  related  to  the  commission  of  the  apostles  in  the  primitive  Church. 

]  tV’e  therefore  rejoice  at  the  increase  of  the  former,  because  they 
i  furnish  to  the  preachers  of  the  cross  sent  forth  by  the  latter  to  eve- 
'  ry  nation,  the  w  ord  of  life  in  their  own  language.  The  circulation 
i  of  Religiotjs  Tracts  is  calculated  to  awaken  attention  to  and  pro¬ 
duce  inquiry  after  the  way  to  salvation.  In  the  silence  of  the  clos¬ 
et — in  the  assemblage  of  the  family — nay  in  the  social  circle,  they 
I  present  to  the  thoughtless  and  disobedient,  subjects  deserving  their 
examination  and  arresting  them  for  a  season  in  their  downward  way 
to  ruin.  Throughout  our  bounds  Religious  Tract  Societies  as  w  ell 
as  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies  have  increased.  In  a  large  ma- 
i  jority  of  our  Churches,  Bible  classes  have  been  formed  and  instruc- 
?  tionis  dispensed  to  pupils  from  the  Bible.  Praying  Societies  ha%'e 
^  become  more  numerous — few,  if  any  formerly  existing  being  aban- 
doned,  and  new  ones  in  different  places  being  formed.  The  monthly 
concert  for  prayer  is  generally  observed  and  promises  a  blessing. 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  established  in  most  of  our  Presbyteries, 
c  and  are  affording  to  multitudes  the  means  of  instruction  for  their 
f  present  and  eternal  w  elfare.  In  these  Schools,  as  w  ell  as  in  Bible 
I  and  Missionary  Societies  we  have  heard  with  no  ordinary  satisfac- 
^  lion,  that  the  female  sex  have  taken  an  active  part  in  promoting 
their  success.  They  thus  manifest  their  gratitude  to  that  religion 
^  which  in  Christian  lands  has  elevated  them  to  their  pro|>er  station 
and  qualified  them  for  discharging  its  duties  with  honor  and  use¬ 
fulness.  Last  but  not  least  we  state  the  flourishing  condition  of  our 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  which  promises  to  send  forth 
streams  continually  to  make  glad  the  city  of  our  God.  More  timn 
fifty  preachers  of  the  Gospel  have  already  gone  forth  from  it,  to  la¬ 
bor  in  the  master’s  vineyard  ;  many  of  whoiu  arc  engaged  on  most 
important  Missionary  ground. 

2.  The  benejietal  results  of  the  efforts  of  these  Institutions, — They 
appear  in  the  success  of  Missionary  exertions — the  increase  of  our 
Churches — a  growing  disposition  to  give  liberally  of  this  ^vorld’s 
goods  for  the  cause  of  Christ — a  melioration  of  juiblic  morals — 
.  and  revivals  of  religion. 

1.  The  Missionary  field  which  we  occupy  is  almost  as  exten¬ 
sive  as  the  bo!indaries  of  our  coiintrv. 
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For  many  years  past  the  reports  of  the  Missionaries  who  have 
laboured  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  have  been 
highly  gratifying  and  encouraging.  But  in  no  year  hitherto  have 
these  reports  been  so  animating  to  the  friends  of  the  Redeemer, 
as  the  present.  Not  only  have  many  new  congregations  and 
churches  been  formed  by  the  labours  of  our  missionaries  ;  not  on. 
]y  have  those  w'ho  on  the  frontier  and  in  the  destitute  parts  of  our 
country  mourned  their  silent  sabbaths  and  their  dearth  of  spiritual 
refreshment,  been  cheered  by  the  evangelical  messages  they  have 
heard  ;  but  in  several  instances  revivals  of  religion  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  kind  and  interesting  character,  have  followed  the  faithful 
preaching,  and  been  fostered  by  the  pious  zeal  of  our  missionaries. 
The  demand  for  their  labours  is  most  urgent  and  importunate, 
particularly  in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  and  throughout  the  transatlantic  states. 

2.  During  the  past  year  God  has  been  pleased  to  add  largely, 
not  only  to  the  number  ot  our  churches,  but  also  to  that  of  our 
members.  In  many  of  the  presbyteries  new  congregations  have 
been  farmed.  And  in  those  churches  who  have  not  been  blessed 
with  special  revivals,  the  accessions  to  the  communion  in  most 
have  been  numerous,  and  in  many  more  than  usual.  God  has  not 
forgotten  to  be  gracious  to  them,  but  has  accompanied  his  word 
and  ordinances  with  power  to  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

Throughout  our  churches  also  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  brotherly 
love  prevails,  which  we  trust  will  be  cherished  in  all  time  to  come. 
The  existence  of  such  a  spirit,  w  here  it  is  not  connected  with  the 
dereliction  of  principle,  is  a  decisive  evidence  of  increase  in  the  di¬ 
vine  life.  “  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,'’ 
said  Christ,  “  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.”  We  are  constrained 
to  add,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  Sunday  School  teachers  in 
different  places,  especially  in*  Philadelphia  and  New- York,  have 
had  their  work  blessed  to  their  conversion. 

3.  We  rejoice  as  one  of  the  fruits  of  Religious  Institutions  a- 
mongst  us,  in  the  growing  disposition  on  the  part  of  professors  to 
give  liberally  of  their  worldly  substance  for  the  promotion  of  the 
Redeemer’s  cause.  We  are  persuaded  that  where  religion  is  ex¬ 
perienced  in  its  power,  there  wealth  will  always  be  considered  as 
granted  with  the  express  provision  that  a  portion  must  be  devoted 
to  the  Lord.  They  who  do  not  act  according  to  this  provision, 
clearly  prove  that  they  love  their  money  more  than  their  God  and 
Saviour. 

4.  Public  Morals  are  decidedly  better  than  they  were  some 
time  back  throughout  the  Church — but  particularly  in  the  Pres¬ 
byteries  of  Niagara,  Onondaga,  Bath,  Albany,  Long-Island,  Lexr 
ington,  Transylvania,  and  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New-York. 
In  these  the  improvement  has  been  specially  observed — though  in 
other  Presbyteries  and  places  it  is  progressing.  We  feel  constrain¬ 
ed  here  to  mention,  and  we  do  it  with  pleasure,  that  in  those  states 
where  slavery  unhappily  prevails  the  negroes  are  treated  with 
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jnorc  attention  than  heretofore,  and  increasing  exertions  are  made 
to  promote  their  comfort  and  correct  their  vices  which  are  the  nat¬ 
ural  result  of  their  state  of  bondage. 

5.  God  has  been  pleased  to  grant  unto  several  of  our  Congrega¬ 
tions  a  time  of  refreshing  from  his  presence.  The  Assembly  feel 
considerable  difficulty  in  selecting  from  the  number  of  revivals 
which  have  occurred,  those  especially  deserving  notice  ;  for  they 
are  not  furnished  with  statistical  information  as  it  respects  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  different  places.  Whilst,  they  desire  to  mark  with 
peculiar  attention  all  the  gracious  dealings  of  God  towards  our  fall¬ 
en  race,  they  feel  it  to  be  their  duly  to  discriminate  between  those 
which  partake  of  an  ordinary  character  and  those  which  are  more 
than  ordinary.  Inattention  to  this  rule  they  are  persuaded,  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  reduce,  all  God’s  gracious  dealings  to  a  level,  which  must 
have  a  corresp(»nding  effect  upon  the  thanks  and  praises  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Presbyteries  which  have  been  blessed  with  revivals  are, 
Cayug  i,  Champlain,  Columbia,  Jersey,  West  Lexington,  and  Con¬ 
cord.  Of  these  the  most  extensive  have  occurred  in  the  first, 
where  out  of  twenty-six  Congregations,  seventeen  have  been  visit¬ 
ed  with  the  outpouring  of  the  spirit,  and  nearly  600  added  to  the 
Church  on  confession.  Of  these  seventeen,  the  trophies  of  divine 
grace  have  been  most  numerous  in  the  Congregations  of  Ithaca, 
Lansing,  Aurelius,  but  chiefly  Auburn. 

In  the  Presbytery  of  Jersey,  the  Congregations  of  Bloomfield, 
Conneclicut-Farms,  Newark,  Elizabethtown,  Orange  and  Patter¬ 
son  are  gathering  in  the  fruits  of  the  revival  of  last  year.  The 
congregation  of  Rockaw  ay  and  the  second  church  in  Woodbridge, 
of  this  presbytery  ;  the  congregations  of  De  Kalb,  Malone  and  Rus¬ 
sel,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Champlain  ;  Mount  Pleasant,  Stoner- 
Mouth,  Paris,  Concord,  Hemingsburgh  and  Smyrna,  in  the  Presbyt¬ 
ery  of  West  Lexington  ;  Bullock’s  Creek,  Salem,  Beersheba,  Beth- 
esda,  Bethel-Olney  in  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  ;  Pillstown  and 
Bolton  in  the  Presbytery  of  Columbia,  have  been  favoured  w  itii 
special  revivals.  The  character  of  these  revivals  has  been  such  as 
to  prove  them  divine.  The  subjects  have  conducted  themselves 
with  that  propriety  and  decorum  which  always  characterize  the 
work  of  God  :  and  after  obtaining  a  good  hope  of  acceptance  have 
walked  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  blameless. 

The  General  Assembly  feel  thankful  that  they  can,  without  being 
charged  with  enthusiasm  say,  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer’s  King¬ 
dom  have  advanced  throughout  tifeir  bounds.  It  is  true  the  number 
of  revivals  is  not  so  great  as  in  some  former  years — but  the  fruits  of 
these  revivals  remain  in  their  beauty  and  usefulness  to  gladden  our 
hearts.  They  who  have  been  called  into  the  Church  from  the 
world,  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour.  This  we  consider  • 
as  a  subject  of  congratulation  and  praise  ;  for  it  is  an  indubitable 
truth  that  on  the  consistent  deportment  of  professors  of  religion 
under  the  divine  blessing  depends  the  successful  recommendation 
of  its  claims  to  the  world.  “  Let  your  light,”  such  is  Christ’s  com- 
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mandf  “  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  seeing  your  good  icorks 
may  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven.”  We  therefore  exhort 
you  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly  calling,  that  you  whU,- 
worthy  of  your  high  vocation.  Whilst  you  earnestly  and  perse- 
veringly  seek  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  do  not  neglect  your  own 
growth  in  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  age 
in  wdiich  we  live  is  correctly  denominated  the  age  of  action.  So 
numerous  are  the  associations  for  promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and 
so  assiduous  are  the  exertions  of  its  friends  to  ensure  success,  that 
more  than  ordinary  diligence  is  necessary  to  take  heed  to  ourselve«^. 
There  is  a  splendour  which  this  universal  and  increasing  action  in 
the  Church,  reflects  upon  individual  character,  that  may  so  far  daz¬ 
zle  the  spiritual  perception,  and  taint  the  spiritual  taste,  as  to  give 
the  adversary,  a  real  advantage  over  those  very  persons  who  are 
attacking  his  kingdom,  and  circumscribing  his  pow’er.  Be  much 
engaged  in  your  closets,  examining  the  state  of  your  own  hearts, 
and  the  nature  of  your  motives.  Do  still  more  for  God  in  the 
world  than  you  ever  have  done  ;  but  connect  with  this,  an  increas¬ 
ing  attcfilion  to  your  personal  sanctification.  Forget  not  that  it  is 
indispensably  requisite  for  you  to  cultivate  purity  of  intellect,  as 
well  as  purity  of  affection.  No  attention  to  the  latter  w  ill,  or  can 
compensate  for  the  neglect  of  the  former.  Such  neglect,  has  in  too 
many  instances  already  in  different  parts  caused  a  conformity  of 
conduct  to  the  maxims  of  the  world.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
professed  believer  to  keep  within  the  established  ruU*3  of  conduct¬ 
ing  social  business,  or  the  statute  laws  of  the  land  ;  he  must  in  spir¬ 
it  and  in  deportment,  “  do  unto  others  as  he  would  wish  to  be  done 
by  himself,”  under  similar  circumstances.  His  morality  must  be 
Christian  m  ora  lit}',  the  legitimate  fruit  of  his  actual  union  with  Him 
who  is  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners,  and  made 
higher  than  the  Heavens.  Remember  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
not  meat  and  drink  but  righteousness,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  for  he  that  in  these  things  serveth  Christ  is  acceptable  to 
God,  and  approved  of  men. 

In  the  bounds  of  the  General  Associations  of  Connecticut,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  New-Hampshire,  and  the  General  Convention  of 
Vermont,  nothing  has  occurred  of  special  importance  since  the 
last  report.  The  Churches  are  reaping  the  fruits  of  past  revivals; 
the  cause  of  Religion  is  advancing  ;  error  and  vices  are  losing 
ground.  The  Theological  Seminary  in  Andover,  has  eighty  stu¬ 
dents,  preparing  for  the  work  of  the  Ministry.  The  various  Insti¬ 
tutions  .w  hich  have  been  established  in  past  years  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Religion  are  prospering.  We  rejoice  in  the  progress  of 
truth  among  our  Cong:regational  Brethren,  and  pray  that  God  may 
continue  to  bless  them. 

In  the  conclusion  the  Assembly  adopt  the  language  of  the  Psalm¬ 
ist,  “  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  only  doeth 
wondrous  things.  And  blessed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever  :  and 
let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.”  Amen,  and  Amen. 

WILLIAM  NEIL,  Stated  Clerk, 
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FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  MESSENGER. 

HISTORICAL  VIEW  OF  SLAVERY  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

I.  Origin* — Slavery,  or  the  Irafllc  of  the  human  species,  tvas 
of  very  early  origin.  It  was  practiced  by  all  the  nations  of  an¬ 
tiquity.  But  with  the  spread  of  Christianity  tliis  unnatural  trallic 
gradually  decreasc?d  till  at  length  it  was  totally  abolished.  This 
happened  soon  after  the  destruction  of  the  Western  Roman  Em¬ 
pire.  Happy  w'ould  it  have  been  fur  the  world,  had  it  never  af¬ 
terwards  been  revived.  The  discovery  of  America  gave  rise  to 
the  African  slave  trade.  Thus  that  event,  which  was  the  cause  of 
much  joy  to  one  portiein  of  our  race,  became  the  fruitful  source  of 
misery  to  another.  This  trade  was  first  proposed  by  the  Jesuit 
missionaries.  These  missionaries,  w  ho  emigrated  to  this  country 
f(>r  the  purpose  of  promulgating  the  Christian  religion,  viewed  with 
pain  the  rapid  decrease  of  Indian  population  caused  by  the  severe 
labor  imposed  by  the  Europeans.  It  was  found  that  the  object  of 
their  mission  could  never  be  obtained,  till  some  measures  were  a- 
(iupted  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  natives.  Their  constitu¬ 
tions  were  slender,  and  they  could  not  endure  hardships,  and  should 
the  present  cruel  treatment  he  continuc.d,  it  would  not  be  long  be¬ 
fore  they  would  be  totally  extirpated.  For  these  reasons,  after 
every  other  expedient  had  failed  of  success,  the  missionaries  pro¬ 
posed  to  their  government  to  transport  negroes  from  Africa  to  dig 
in  the  mines,  and  to  cultivate  tlie  lands  of  their  newly  discovered 
provinces.  Strange  inconsistency  !  that  to  relieve  one  portion  of 
their  fellow  men  from  slavery,  they  should  throw  the  shackles  up-, 
on  another.  We  must  not  however  be  too  hasty  in  our  censures 
Upon  their  conduct.  They  knew,  that  as  the  negroes  had  always 
lived  nearly  under  the  vertical  sun,  their  constitutions  were  fitted 
to  the  climate  of  the  new  territories,  I  mean  to  ihe  climate  of  the 
provinces  in  South  America,  and  of  the  West  India  Islands,  which 
at  that  time  composed  almost  all  the  territory  possessed  by  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese.  To  labor  in  such  a  climate  was  more 
than  European  constitutions  were  capable  of  snppoitiiig.  They 
knew  also,  that  the  Africans  were  a  more  hardy  race  than  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  better  able  to  endure  fatigue.  This  measure  was  first 
adopted  by  the  Portuguese  in  the  year  1503.  The  Portuguese 
were  soon  followed  by  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  In  the  year 
1562  the  English  first  engaged  in  this  traffic.  Jtihn  Hawkins  fitted 
out  the  first  English  ship,  which  ever  sailed  to  the  coast  of  Africa 
lor  slaves.  This  man,  by  the  most  flattering  promises,  and  the 
most  glowing  description  of  the  fertility  and  richness  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  soil,  seduced  about  3()0  resolute  adventurers,  to  accept  of  his 
proposal,  and  to  endKirk  for  the  happy  country  he  had  described 
to  tliein.  These  he  conveyed  to  Hispaniola,  and  sold  to  the  Span¬ 
iards  for  slaves.  In  1020,  slaves  were  first  introduced  into  Vir¬ 
ginia  by  a  Dutch  ship  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  having  20  negroes 
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on  board,  who  were  sold  to  the  planters.  In  1638  slaves  were 
first  to  be  found  in  Massachusetts. — Such  was  the  origin  of  that 
system,  which  has  become  so  extensive  as  almost  to  threaten  the 
destruction  of  a  large  section  of  our  country. 

II.  How  are  slaves  obtained  ? — The  slaves  may  be  divided  into 
six  classes,  according  to  the  different  w^ays  of  procuring  them. 

1.  Prisoners  of  war.  The  petty  states  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
are  kept  in  continual  broils  by  the  slave  merchants.  As  soon  as 
the  sails  of  the  slave  ships  are  seen,  the  chieftain  prepares  for  an 
attack.  They  seldom  make  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  but  con¬ 
duct  their  expeditions  with  the  greatest  secrecy,  and  fall  upon  the 
devoted  settlement  when  it  is  apparently  in  the  greatest  security, 
and  least  prepared  for  defence.  These  wars  are  cruel  beyond  ex¬ 
pression,  and  although  commenced  for  the  sake  of  the  prisoners, 
yet  in  the  heat  of  battle  this  object  is  forgotten,  and  frequently  all 
without  distinction  are  massacred. 

The  following  account  related  by  one  who  was  once  engaged  in 
this  traffic,  but  who  abandoned  it  from  a  thorough  conviction  of  its 
injustice,  will  furnish  a  fair  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  these 
predatory  wars  are  conducted.  1  shall  give  it  as  nearly  as  lam  a- 
ble  from  memory,  in  his  own  words.  “  As  w  e  drew  nearthe  coast 
(says  he)  we  discovered  at  a  little  distance  from  the  shore  a  small 
village,  situated  on  a  delightful  plain.  All  w'as  peaceful  and  quiet. 
About  midnight,  a  horde  of  banditti,  who  had  been  attracted  by 
the  sight  of  our  vessel,  rushed  dow  n  from  a  neighboring  hill,  and  in 
a  few’  moments  the  whole  village  was  in  one  general  conflagration. 
The  scene  of  confusion  wluch  follow’ed  exceeded  ail  description. — 
Men,  women  and  children  came  running  towards  the  sea  w'ith  the 
most  frantic  looks  and  doleful  shrieks.  The  sight  of  our  ship  only 
increased  the  horrors  of  their  condition.  Many,  in  the  height  ol 
their  frenzy,  rushed  into  the  sea,  and  found  a  watery  grave.  A 
most  dreadful  massacre  ejisucd.  In  short,  but  about  forty,  (if  I 
rightly  recollect  the  number)  were  preserved  to  be  sold  to  the  slave 
merchant.”  Other  accounts  might  be  given  which  are  no  less 
shocking,  but  it  is  presumed  to  be  unnecessary.  It  is  true  indeed, 
that  w  ars  frequently  arise  from  other  causes.  The  prospect  of  ob¬ 
taining  slaves  is  however  a  great,  and  often  the  only  motive  of  their 
engaging  in  them. 

2.  Kidnapped  persons.  Some  are  enticed  on  board  the  ship,  and 
are  not  permitted  to  return.  Others  are  first  intoxicated,  and 
when  they  become  entirely  helpless,  they  are  dragged  from  their 
country  and  their  home.  Still  greater  numbers,  however,  are  kid* 
napped  by  their  own  country^racn.  Tempted  by  a  desire  for  Eu¬ 
ropean  commodities,  the  Africans  waylay  their  countrymen,  and 
employ  every  art  to  ensnare  them.  It  once  happened,  that  an  Af¬ 
rican  youth,  as  he  was  returning  from  a  ship,  where  he  had  just 
sold  a  young  girl  whom  he  had  kidnapped,  was  himself  waylaid 
and  sold  to  the  same  captain  who  had  purchased  the  girl.  ‘‘What, 
(says  he  to  the  captain)  do  you  buy  me  ?  I  am  a  great  trader.”— 
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«No  matter  for  that,  (was  the  reply)  I  buy  all  I  can  get.’’  Th^ 
oumber  of  those  who  are  kidnapped  exceeds  all  belief. 

3.  The  third  class  consists  of  those,  whose  villages  have  been 
iep'tpulaied  fry  their  own  princes. 

These  petty  princes  are  despotic,  and  are  considered  as  the  rights 
ful  possessors,  not  only  of  the  property,  but  also  of  the  persons 
of  their  subjects.  When  a  prince  has’ a  desire  for  European  com¬ 
modities,  and  has  no  other  method  of  obtaining  them,  if  he  is  so 
firmly  established  in  his  government  as  not  to  stand  in  awe  of  his 
subjects,  he  selects  what  number  he  pleases,  and  sells  them  as 
slaves.  But  when  he  is  not  thus  powerful,  he  selects  his  village, 
sets  fire  to  it,  seizes  upon  the  uosuspecting  inhabitants,  and  con¬ 
signs  them  to  slavery.  Kidnapped  persons,  and  such  as  are  seiz¬ 
ed  by  public  authority,  are  supposed  to  compose  four  fifths  of  the 
whole  number  who  are  made  slaves. 

4.  Slaves  by  birth.  Many  traders  on  the  African  coast  have  in 
their  possession  a  large  number  of  females,  whose  children  are 
sold  to  the  slave  merchant.  The  child  is  sold  at  the  proper  age, 
while  the  parent  is  still  retained. 

h.  Convicts.  Previous  to  the  introduction  of  slavery,  the  Afri- 
'  cans  punished  their  criminals  much  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
barbarous  nations.  At  present,  no  crime  can  be  committed,  no 
shadow  of  a  crime  devised,  which  is  not  punished  by  servitude.— 
Almost  every  thing  is  construed  into  a  crime.  For  some  crimes 
the  offender  only  is  sold  ;  for  others  all  the  males  of  his  family  ; 
for  others  his  whole  family,  and  for  crimes  of  a  still  greater  mag¬ 
nitude,  all  his  relations  are  made  slaves.  For  this  reason,  the 
prince,  instead  of  desiring  the  number  of  crimes  to  diminish,  often 
entices  his  subjects  to  commit  them. 

The  manner  in  which  their  trials  are  conducted  is  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice.  The  accused,  after  fasting  twenty-four  hours,  is  presented 
with  a  cup  of  poisonous  liquor.  If,  upon  drinking  this,  he  exhib¬ 
its  no  symptoms  of  being  poisoned,  he  is  declared  innocent.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  he  is  pronounced  guilty.  An  antidote  is  then  given  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  the  poison,  and  the  prisoner  receives  his 
sentence.  In  consequence  of  this  mode  of  trial,  no  man  is  secure. 
The  least  suspicion  is  followed  by  a  trial  before  a  public  tribunal, 
and  a  trial  before  such  a  tribunal  differs  but  little  from  actual  con¬ 
demnation.  Sometimes  indeed,  the  prince  gives  the  antidote  be¬ 
fore  the  poison,  which  prevents  the  effect  of  the  latter.  His  in¬ 
terest  demands  that  some  should  be  acquitted  ;  for,  should  all  that 
are  accused  be  condemned,  his  subjects  would  soon  suspect  the 
equity  of  that  mode  of  trial.  The  most  common  accusation  be¬ 
fore  these  tribunals,  is  witchcraft.  More  suffer  for  this,  than  for 
all  other  crimes  united. 

6.  The  sixth  and  last  class  which  I  shall  mention,  is  composed 
of  debtors.  Such  as  are  unable  to  discharge  their  debts  are  sold 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  their  creditors. 

To  these  some  have  added  a  seventh  class,  composed  of  chil¬ 
dren  w  ho  were  sold  by  their  owm  parents.  It  very  seldom  hnppen^ 
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F  FROM  THE  BOSTON  RECORDER. 

.Ifr.  Editor^ — In  an  interesting  pamphlet  which  has  lately  ap- 
pearetl,  written  hy  the  American  missionaries  at  Bombay,  and  en- 
“'The  Conversion  of  the  World,”  is  one  statement  which 
may  perhaps,  lead  to  erroneous  impressions.  On  page  I'i?,  it  is- 
said,  “  I»i  the  United  States  the  proportion  of  Christian  teachers  is 
probably  not  less  than  one  to  every  two  thousand  souls.”  The 
population  of  the  United  States  at  the  present  time  is  about  nine 
millions.  According  to  this  statement,  then,  there  are  probably 
now  in  the  United  States  more  than  4500  Christian  teachers,  inclu¬ 
ding  all  denominations,  and  all  who  call  themselves  Christian  leach- 
er?,  this  estimate  is  not  extravagant.  Yet,  it  is  believed,  that  the 
ministers  whom  the  pious  and  intelligent  of  any  denomination 
would  pronounce  to  ha  competent  Christian  teachers,  falls  far  short 
of  this  number. 

The  writer  of  this  article  has  recently  examined  official  statements 
of  the  number  of  ministers  now  living,  who  were  educated  and  receiv¬ 
ed  degrees  at  the  following  colleges,  viz.  Harvard,  Yale,  Cohimhia, 
Brown,  Dartmouth,  Carlisle,  W'illiams, .Union,  Bowdoin,  3iiddleha- 
ry,  South-Carolina,  Transylvania,  and  W^illiam  and  Mary  ;  and  the 
result  is,  that  according  to  the  latest  information,  only  1S36  minis¬ 
ters,  alumni  of  these  colleges,  are  now  alive.  It  should  be  obser¬ 
ved  that  the  colleges  wc  have  named  are  all  that  are  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  in  the  United  States,  except  Princeton,  and  except  those 
whose  establishment  is  so  recent  that  they  have  as  yet  furnished 
no  ministers,  if  we  allow’  two  hundred  for  Princeton,  and  sixty  for 
any  small  omissions,  the  result  will  be  that  there  are  now  but  1000 
ministers  in  the  United  States  who  have  received  a  college  educa¬ 
tion. 

Different  persons  will  form  different  opinions  respecting  the  literary 
qiialifieations,  necessary  to  constitute  a  competent  religious  teacher. 
Our  fathers  were  almost  without  exception  supplied  with  those 
who  had  received  a  college  education.  Yet  there  are  doubtless  ma¬ 
ny  useful  ministers  now  in  the  United  States  w  ho  have  not  enjoy¬ 
ed  this  privilege.  This  number  is  not  large.  It  will  be  estimated 
variously,  however,  according  to  the  varying  standards  of  ministe¬ 
rial  qualifications.  It  is  believed  that  none  except  those  who  des¬ 
pise  learning  altogether,  will  estimate  it  at  more  than  8  or  900,  If 
we  place  it  at  900,  the  whole  number  of  competent  religious  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  United  States  will  be  !5i500.  This  will  give  one  such 
teacher  to  3600  souls  on  an  average. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  which  ought  not  to  be  o- 
verlooked.  Of  the  2500  competent  religions  teachers,  about  1000 
are  in  New-England,  which  contains  only  1,500,000  people.  OI 
course  the  remaining  1500  ministers  are  divided  among  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  7,500,000.  The  States  to  the  south  and  west  of  New- 
England  have  therefore,  on  an  average  only  one  competently  cdu-. 
cated  minister  to  5000  souls. 
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REV.  LEMUEL  HAYNES.... POETRY. 


FROM  THE  RUTLAND  HERALD. 

On  Tuesday,  April  30,  A.  D.  1818,  the  ecclesiastical  council 
convened  at  West  Rutland,  and,  by  letters  missive,  proceeded  to 
dissolve  the  pastoral  and  ministerial  relation  betHreen  the  Rev. 
Lemuel  Haynes^  and  the  church  and  people  in  that  place.  They 
also  recommended  him  in  the  following  words:— 

We  do  also  cheerfully  recommend  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes, 
as  a  tried  and  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  all  or  any  of  the 
churches,  where  God  in  his  providence  shalj  call  him  to  preach 
the  word,  and  administer  the  seals  of  the  covenant  of  Grace.” 

A  member  of  the  Council, 

The  treasurer  of  the  “  American  Bible  Society”  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  g2,787  25  cents,  during  the  month  of  May. 
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THE  NATIVITY. 

‘A  Floicer, — From  the  “  Garland  of  Grace 

A  MANUSCRIPT  POEM. 


Proud  Roman  World  !  behold  the  t 
mom,  .  } 

A  Saviour  comes,  adore  him ;  ? 

Let  Peace  this  day-spring  beam  I 

adorn,  > 

Thy  Janus  close— a  God  is  bora,  2 
Let  Idols  shrink  before  Him !  | 

He  comes  !  He  comes !  shout  worlds  \ 
around,  \ 

Through  boundless  space,  the  story  !  | 
This  day,  the  demon  Death  is  bound,  | 
For  lo !  to  triumph  o'er  him  found,  s 
The  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory  !  > 

No  pomp,  no  pageantry  of  pride,  < 

Attends  th’  incarnate'  stranger ;  \ 

(Thy  guilt  degenerate  man  denied)  \ 

The  lowly  straw,  a  couch  supplied,  | 
His  cradle,  was  a  manger !  \ 


Hark  !  the  mysterious  Babe  before, 
That  harmony  of  voices ; 

Hell  triumphs  o’er  the  world  no 
more. 

She  trembles  to  her  darkling  core, 
The  Host  of  Heaven  rejoices  1 

Full  through  the  air  Angelic  choirs. 
Resound  the  ecstatic  chorus ; 
Wrapt  Seraphim  the  theme  inspires, 
“  Glory  to  God!  this  day  re¬ 
quires  ; 

“  Peace,  lead  the  song  before  us 

Glory  to  God  !  Good  will  to  men, 
Peace  smile  for  ever  vernal ! 

Let  Heaven  re-echo  to  the  strain. 
This  day,  thy  Prince  begins  to 
reign. 

Whose  reign  shall  be  eternal. 
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